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Al-Aqidi: Minneapolis Must Choose Calm Over Chaos

MINNEAPOLIS, MN — Dalia Al-Aqidi, candidate for U.S. Congress in Minnesota’s Fifth
Congressional District, released the following statement today as unrest continues in
Minneapolis:

STATEMENT FROM DALIA AL-AQIDI:
“Minneapolis is being tested, and it's time for leaders and communities across the Twin Cities
to find the courage to chart a better way forward.

Recent changes in Border Patrol leadership and yesterday’s dialogue between the White
House, Governor Tim Walz, and Mayor Jacob Frey signal a chance to reset. We are at a
crossroads, and it's time to reject chaos as a strategy.

Minnesotans know the difference between peaceful protest and anarchy. We also know the
difference between lawful enforcement and actions that unnecessarily escalate a volatile
situation. The people who pay the price are always the same: families, small businesses,
peaceful protesters, and officers trying to hold the line.

Right now, too many factors are colliding: heated emotions, outside agitators, and rising tension
in the streets. If leaders don’t act responsibly and decisively, more people will get hurt. That puts
both law enforcement and protesters in danger. Chaos is not compassion. Chaos is how people
get hurt.

| support cooperation with the Department of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security
to ensure the lawful apprehension and removal of criminal illegal aliens, especially violent
offenders and those with active warrants.

| am also calling for an independent and impartial investigation into the deaths of Renee Good
and Alex Pretti, and accountability for anyone who used this moment to harm others or inflame
tensions.



| grew up under the brutal regime of Saddam Hussein. | know what life looks like under a
dictatorship and what happens when order collapses afterward. Minneapolis must not be
pushed further down that road.

This city can still turn the corner. I'm running to help chart a safer, smarter path forward for
Minneapolis and the surrounding areas because there is a better way, and it’s time we demand
it. Let’s try something different in Minneapolis because our current approach is failing us all.

ikt

About Dalia Al-Aqidi

Dalia Al-Aqidi is a Republican candidate for Minnesota’s 5th Congressional District. A
legal immigrant who fled Irag and built a distinguished career as a television journalist
and anchor, including as a White House correspondent for Alhurra, the U.S.-sponsored
satellite network broadcasting to 22 countries across the Middle East. She lives in
Minneapolis and is running on her Opportunity First Agenda. For more information, visit
daliaforcongress.org.
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